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as well as vineyards producing world-re-
nowned wines. The bill also neglected to in-
crease funding for research into organic farm-
ing practices, an area that has demonstrated 
tremendous growth and that harbors further 
potential. 

Our state exports a large majority of its agri-
cultural products. Even with market uncertainty 
as a result of inconsistent messages and a 
changing narrative from the Administration, 
this bill failed to increase funding for the Mar-
ket Access Program, the Foreign Market De-
velopment Program, and the Emerging Mar-
kets Program. The bill also eliminates the 
Farmers Market and Local Food Promotion 
Program, which supports robust local produc-
tion and purchasing. 

The bill also included troublesome language 
that would prohibit states from establishing 
standards and conditions on agricultural prod-
ucts sold within their borders. This could pre-
empt several state laws in Oregon related to 
labeling malt beverages as beer, prohibiting 
the sale and possession of shark fins, and 
prohibiting retaliatory discrimination in farm 
worker camps. Oregonians should have the 
right to implement standards around labeling 
and animal welfare and avoid purchasing out 
of state products that fail to comply. 

Farmers are natural stewards of the land 
and have direct experience with conserving 
natural resources. The Farm Bill should sup-
port those efforts, but it eliminates the Con-
servation Stewardship Program, slashing $795 
million in conservation funding. The bill would 
also remove a requirement that the Environ-
mental Protection Agency consult with wildlife 
services to protect endangered species, fish, 
and wildlife from harmful pesticides. Further, it 
would reduce funding needed to maintain the 
integrity of the National Organic Program and 
eliminate existing bioenergy and renewable 
programs that support farmers, ranchers, and 
rural businesses. 

Finally, I am disappointed that my bipartisan 
amendment to legalize industrial hemp and 
define it as an agricultural commodity was not 
allowed to come to the floor for a vote. Amer-
ican farmers have been growing hemp since 
the country was founded, and hemp products 
account for more than $680 million in annual 
domestic sales. Thirty four states have legal-
ized hemp production, and legalizing it at the 
federal level would bolster our economy and 
allow farmers and universities to continue re-

searching and cultivating the crop. I will con-
tinue to work with my colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle to advance federal policies 
that support the hemp industry. 

This bill fails to support hard-working farm-
ers and takes away food assistance from the 
most vulnerable. We must do better for our 
constituents. I am unable to vote in favor of in-
creasing hunger and harming local farmers, 
and I urge my colleagues to oppose this bill. 
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DESTINY SKATTUM 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 18, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Destiny 
Skattum for receiving the Adams County May-
ors and Commissioners Youth Award. 

Destiny Skattum received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have 
allowed her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Destiny 
Skattum is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Des-
tiny Skattum for winning the Adams County 
Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award. I 
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. MARK 
FOX 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 18, 2018 

Mr. BURGESS . Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the work of Mr. Mark Fox and congratu-
late him on his assignment as the new Mete-
orologist in Charge of the National Weather 
Service (NWS) Forecast Office in Amarillo, 

Texas. His expertise and wit will be greatly 
missed by North Texans. 

Mr. Fox is leaving his current position as the 
Warning & Coordination Meteorologist (WCM) 
for the NWS Forecast Office in Fort Worth, a 
position he has held since 2009. Previously, 
he worked for a decade as a broadcast mete-
orologist before joining the NWS in 1999. He 
earned his degree in Meteorology from the 
University of Oklahoma in 1989. 

As the WCM for the Dallas-Fort Worth area, 
Mr. Fox has fostered dynamic partnerships be-
tween the NWS and broadcast meteorologists, 
emergency management coordinators, elected 
officials, and the public. One of his primary re-
sponsibilities is to oversee the Weather Fore-
cast Office’s public awareness program to 
educate the public on severe weather. Since 
2012, he has led the North Texas Integrated 
Warning Team, bringing professionals and 
emergency managers together to serve our 
community. 

In addition to analyzing data and predicting 
weather conditions, Mr. Fox’s work takes him 
out into the field as he leads Weather & Flood 
Disaster Survey Teams to assess property 
damage after severe weather and determine 
what factors occurred during the weather 
event. He has been instrumental in introducing 
the Collaborative Adaptive Sensing of the At-
mosphere (CASA) radar to North Texas, and 
utilizing the data collected as one of the im-
portant tools that the NWS utilizes. He is the 
public face of the local NWS office and has 
delivered hundreds of storm spotter classes 
and briefings across the forty-six-counties cov-
ered by the NWS Fort Worth office. 

Mr. Fox has been a guest presenter several 
times at my annual Emergency Preparedness 
Summit, and he regularly addresses both The 
Texas Severe Storms Association’s annual 
National Storm Conference and the Texas De-
partment of Emergency Management annual 
conference. He also is an active member of 
the North Texas Chapter of the American Me-
teorological Society. 

It is my great privilege to recognize Mr. 
Mark Fox, Warning & Coordination Meteorolo-
gist at the National Weather Service, for his 
commitment to the meteorological profession, 
his sincere dedication to the safety and well- 
being of his fellow North Texans, and his 
many years of exemplary public service. 
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